Active learning: Is it really just Edu-tainment?
Often when I go to an active learning workshop I get the impression that education has turned into edu-tainment, that the only way the students will learn is if we entertain them. The workshop this year, coupled with this module, has helped me realize that it isn't all edu-tainment. Of course the games to help them learn is important to switch it up, and can be very memorable, but that you can have active learning every single class period, and it doesn't have to be in the form of a game. 

In the workshop I attended, I appreciate that the leader gave studies indicating that lectures are also useful ways to teach. Then in the module I was pleased with the emphasis on questions. Questions are very easy ways to break up lectures and make it more of an active learning environment. The workshops this year and last, that I attended on this topic, have directly resulted in me utilizing questions a lot more throughout my teaching. I have asked questions like what is the next step that we should do on this math problem? Do you see any places where you might make a mistake? How can we avoid making that mistake? To, what are 7 main points we can take away from this lecture? Also, I like having them work through a pair share problem, to helping them make connections to other topics, to breaking it up so that they can process the material. One of my favorite statements from either the module or the workshops is that students can't listen/take notes AND process the information. So since my students are always frantically copying down the problem from the board I like to go over the material and ask questions, and get them thinking about what they were doing after I write it on the board and before going onto the next topic. Having the minute long reviews (which I learned from a workshop last year) to increase learning and having them be more responsible for their own learning are definitely has helped my students learn and retain information.

Sometimes in the workshops the idea of instructor feedback is not emphasized.  They stress the idea of students learning on their own.  I do agree that the idea of students learning on their own is very important, however, as any type of instruction it is most useful with instructor feedback, this was mentioned in the module specifically. Instructor feedback is critical, as it helps the students realize that they need to have evidential support and references for their discussion material, and that just because it feels and sounds right, it doesn’t mean it is right.  Instructor feedback also gives positive reinforcement for them taking the responsibility and learning on their own. 

I think that the balance between active learning, lectures, questions, and edu-tainment is the optimal way to teach :).
